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Dear Susan Zazzali:

I have enclosed a letter to Asarco which asks for clarification

on the issue in your letter dated January 29, 2002 regarding

Asarco's pollution of the aquifer under East Helena. As I

understand the proposal as it currently stands, you have asked

Asarco to connect current well users to city water. While this

may or may not be a beginning or intermediate step, some further

cash settlement will be required to compensate for payment of

water bills. As I am sure you are aware, there are other

solutions, including requiring Asarco to clean up the current

pollution and the cause of the current pollution.

I have a number of questions regarding this whole issue.

1. Will the EPA in the future be providing details of the clean

up of Asarco's pollution of the ground water aquifer? If so,

how and where will these details be provided? Will they

generally be provided? Will current well users be informed

separately? Do the EPA and Asarco currently have an existing

plan for cleanup? What is the timeline?
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2. If Asarco declares bankruptcy, what plans does the EPA have in

existence for future clean-up/abatement of both the lead and

arsenic pollution exist for the EPA? What about future yet

unknown pollution issues which might exist?

3. What about any future health effects longtime residents and/or

their children who had high lead blood levels may suffer as

result of Asarco's past, current, of future pollution? Are

there any funding sources for these future contingent

liabilities?

4. Is the EPA empowered to require bonds, trusts, etc to be

funded in case of bankruptcy? I refer to this in the context

of the lead clean up. I have been told several times that

yards would be remediated as necessary under the EPA plan now

in effect. This plan, as represented to me, was that

residence with children under seven living in them would be

remediated in the future. I currently know of several yards

with children under seven living in them that have not been

remediated. Has the EPA even required Asarco to test these

yards or has the EPA simply let Asarco off the hook unless the

owner requests testing?

5. If Asarco declares bankruptcy, will the EPA be assuming this

responsibility for future testing and cleanup of both sources

of pollution? How will the groundwater cleanup be affected is

Asarco declares bankruptcy? If Asarco does declare

bankruptcy, what are the EPA timelines for these contingent

plans?

6. In your letter dated January 29,2002, it was stated that

currently no residential wells have arsenic contamination.

According to the paper, this declaration was further repeated

at the meeting on February 6, 2002. Can you please clarify

how the EPA and Asarco can make this declaration if not all
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wells have been tested? My understanding from my conversation

with you was that at least one well has high levels of arsenic

and that my well has not been tested? Is this correct? If my

well has been tested, it was tested illegally and without my

knowledge. In any case, if it has been tested, please have

the testing laboratory send me a copy of the test results.

Thank you for your timely cooperation in clarifying these

issues. I would also further appreciate any further suggestions

for research resources regarding the health effects of both lead

pollution and arsenic contamination.

Sincerely,

Richard Morrow

enclosures

Cc: file
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Asarco, Inc.

Attention; Environmental manager

P.O. Box 1230

100 Smelter Road

East Helena, MT 59635

Dear Sir:

I am writing this letter as a follow-up to our previous

telephone conversation and the letter I received from the EPA

regarding your pollution of the groundwater in the East Helena

area. " have several points I would like to discuss or clarify

regarding the issues in both the letter and our conversation.

First, the letter dated January 29, 2002 from the United States

Environmental Protection Agency indicated that no contamination

has reached any residential wells. Perhaps I misunderstood, but

in my discussions with Susan Zazzali, I was lead to believe that

a least one residential well has shown high levels of arsenic.

Could you please further clarify?

Secondly, I am somewhat confused about how Asarco (and the EPA)

can claim no residential wells have been contaminated if you

have not: tested all wells. To my knowledge, Asarco has never

tested my well unless your agents have illegally trespassed on

my property without my consent. Is it possible that I am

currently drinking water with high levels of arsenic? If so,

what are the effects of this?
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Thirdly,, while I am open to settling with Asarco on the arsenic

contamination issue by having my residence supplied by city

water, I will be keeping my well for irrigation purposes. In

addition, a cash settlement will be required for the future

costs o:: paying the city for a right to clean water that I

previously had possessed when I purchased the property. Since I

missed meeting on February 6, 2002, will you please provide the

full settlement offer you made to other residential users?

Fourth, as we discussed, I am currently in the process of either

selling or leasing this residence to my daughter-in-law. This

will be occurring in June of this year when she transfers to

Helena from her present job. She has two young children, both

under the age of seven. Asarco's agents illegally trespassed on

my property several years ago and tested the lawn without my

permission. According to the test results in a letter from

Hydrometrics dated July 1, 1993, this lawn qualified for

remediation.

In any case, please provide the following information:

> A list of other well owners with contaminated or

uncontaminated wells

> Test results from my well. If not tested, please arrange for

conducting these tests and sending the EPA and myself copies

of the results directly from an independent testing

laboratory.

> Asarco's plan and timeline for cleanup and prevention of

further arsenic contamination of the groundwater.

> Schedule (or other settlement) for lawn replacement.

> The name and address of your legal contact.
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Thank you for your cooperation in these matters. I look forward

to working with Asarco in settlement of both the lead issue and

the arsenic issue.

Sincerely,

Richard Morrow

Cc: file, EPA
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